
St. Basil’s Catholic Parish
at the university of st. michael’s college

50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4
www.stbasiltoronto.org * 416-926-7110

Office Hours: Mon-Fri (9:00 am - 1:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 8:30pm)
Sat-Sun (9:00 am - 6:30 pm)

Administered by the basilian fathers
Sunday Masses

Confessions

Weekday Masses

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals

5:00 pm (Sat); 9:00 am; 10:30 am;
12:00 pm; 4:30 pm

Mon-Fri:  11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Sat:  4:15 pm - 4:45 pm

Please see the parish website or call the
main office for details.  Weddings require
a one year notice.

Mon-Fri:  7:30 am; 12:10 pm 

StBasil_TO basilstoronto St. Basil’s Church, Toronto

St Basil’s Parish was founded in 1856 by the Priests of the
Congregation of St. Basil, also known as the Basilian Fathers.
We are the collegiate church of the University of St. Michael's
College at the University of Toronto, as well as being the parish
church to our parishioners who come to worship here from all
over the city. We strive to live the Gospel with the Basilian
values of goodness, discipline and knowledge; and to live with
their tradition of hospitality to all who visit here.

For those who need hearing assistance, devices are
available at the front desk.  Simply leave a photo ID to
borrow one during your visit.

Parish Staff

Pastor:  Fr. Chris Valka, CSB
Office Manager: Margaret D’Elia 
Sacramental Coordinator: Emily VanBerkum
Community Coordinator: Leanna Cappiello
Director of Music:  J.P. Farahat
Assistant Organist: Rashaan Allwood

HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD 

By Emily VanBerkum 

Today as we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord, our parish community joyfully
welcomes some of the children baptized in 2015-
along with their parents and Godparents- for a
special blessing at the 10:30am Mass followed by
lunch and fellowship. This reunion invites these
families to recall the many ways they have been
transformed by Baptism and participation in the
sacramental life.  

The gift of baptism initiates our relationship with
Christ and we are forever transformed by God’s
grace. Through baptism, we are welcomed into a
context that makes us especially apt to see,
touch, taste, and hear things that draw us closer
to God. John baptized Jesus as he baptized
many others that day. But something about Jesus’
baptism was transformative. As Jesus prayed “the
heaven was opened” and a great theophany
occurred, “the Holy Spirit descended upon him…
like a dove and a voice came down from heaven.”

Liturgy of the hours
Mon-Fri:  5:10 pm
Sat: 9:00 am 

Thurs: 3:30-5:00pm
Adoration
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Ralph's
Men's Hairstyling

We are Professional in
Old & New Barbering Techniques

"OPEN SATURDAY"
56 Wellesley St. (at Bay)
(416) 922-8944e

Bedford

Funeral Services

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Modern dental care in a Friendly, Comfortable Environment

BAY ST DENTISTRY
Dr. Anna Skalska, Dr. Alison Strong

Dr. Laura Santoro
Dr. Sharan Golini, Periodontist

PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?
Call Birthright

Hotline 1-800-550-4900
Toronto  416-469-1111

www.birthright.org

ROSAR - MORRISON
FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL

467 Sherbourne Street (at Wellesley)

(416) 924-1408
James A. Munroe, Managing Director

 james.munroe@dignitymemorial.com

Funeral Prearrangements available
Call for your FREE Personal Planning Guide

Dr. Benny Kwong
Dentist

Serving our neighbourhood
for over 30 years

1033 Bay St., Suite 211
416-928-3080

TOKYO

SUSHI
JAPANESE RESTAURANT

33 St. Joseph St.
416-513-0002

ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL

Ontario's only independent, Catholic school
for young men, grades 7-12.

www.stmichaelscollegeschool.com

SPOT

University of
St Michael's College

www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes
Call 416.926.7141

STELLA MARIS RESIDENCE
A vocational discernment house &

student residence for Catholic women
wishing to live in a community

environment & an atmosphere of prayer.
Contact:  Sister Co-ordinator

114 Madison Ave.  (416) 920-6958
stellamariscps1954@gmail.com

McTAMNEY’S
Buyers & Sellers of

New/Vintage Jewellery
SINCE 1860

139 Church Street 
416-366-9646
mctamneys.com

THE PERFECT TO ADVERTISESPOTSPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 905-624-4422

YOUR BUSINESS!

Evening & Saturday
Appointments Available
1033 Bay St., Ste. 315

(at St. Joseph St.)

(416) 960-2101(416) 960-2101
www.baystdentistry.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home   905-889-7467
Mount Hope Cemetery  416-483-4944

Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Now Open
Please Visit Us!

MANULIFE CENTRE

(416) 923-3144

Cell: 416-909-4500
donny@donnygreco.com

"You found a home in the parish, now find a home with me"

"A generous donation will be made to parish for referrals"

Donny Greco - Sales Representative

Fellow Parishioner

R E A L T Y  I N C
B R O K E R A G E

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL
Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers

 The Leader in Catholic Boys’ Education

THE FOUNDATION FOR LIFE

416.653.3180 ext. 438 | stmichaelscollegeschool.com

ADULT BALLET
55+ CLASSES

DANCE-BASED CONDITIONING
Classes for all ages & abilities

Located at 400 Jarvis St. (Jarvis/Wellesley)

REGISTER NOW: 416.964.3780  |  WWW.NBS-ENB.CA
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Sunday
9:00am-
10:30am-
12:00pm-
4:30pm-

Monday
7:30am-
12:00pm-

Tuesday
7:30am-
12:10pm-

Wednesday
7:30am-
12:10pm-

Thursday
7:30am-
12:10pm-

Friday
7:30am-
12:10pm-

Saturday
5:00pm-

MASS INTENTIONS

The Baptism of the Lord
Edgar Scully (+)
Pro Populo
Luigi Ciavarella
Hsien Tang Pan Wong (liv.) 

David Joseph & Maria Elizabeth Myungs 
Griffin Keeley (+)

Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys 
Dragan Vujovic (+)
Kathleen McNamee (liv.)

Lucy Almeida (+)
Monica Gannon (+)

Tony and Mary (liv.)
Mary McNamee (liv.)

Asuncion C. Laset (+)
John McGloin (+)

Rae, Marie, Sandra Forrester (+,+,+)

PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially, Bohdanna
Kovals’kyj, Mary O’Brien, Sharon Han, Ancoreta
Amigleo, Don Alvaro, Rita Moran, Clare deMello,
Edna Fernandez, Kenneth Heath, Marina Kazakis,
Luz Manalo, Betty Hill, and Hsien Tang Pan Wong.

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED, especially Alice
Rowe.  

JANUARY 10th - 16th  

MMM

LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY:

Sunday, January 3, 2016        $10,265.52

FIRST COMMUNION PREPARATION

First Communion preparation (for children at
least in grade two) will begin on Sunday,
January 24 at 1:15pm in the vestibule.
Classes run for an hour led by Emily and a small
team of catechists. We meet for eight weeks, and
the First Communions take place on Sunday,
April 3, 2016 at the noon Mass. 

To enrol your child or get more information,
please contact Emily in the parish office.  

BASIL BRIGADE: NEW YEAR CLEAN UP

Hello, 2016! We will be needing a crew of helpers
to take down the Christmas decor to make way
for our brief period of Ordinary Time. On this
Sunday, January 10 at 5:30pm immediately
after the 4:30pm Mass, join our tidy up party. 

Many hands make light work. 

MARRIAGE SUNDAY 2016

On the weekend of February 6/7, the
Archdiocese of Toronto will be celebrating
“Marriage Sunday.” This special weekend will
honour all married couples marking special
anniversary milestones. Although special
blessings will take place the first weekend of
February in various parishes in the Archdiocese,
all couples are invited to gather on Saturday,
February 13, 2016 at 4:30pm at St. Andrew
Kim Parish in North York. 

His Eminence extends an invitation to all married
couples (especially those celebrating 25th, 40th,
and 50+ wedding anniversaries throughout
2016) to join him for this Mass with a reception
to follow. This Mass is being co-coordianted by
Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Loved ones and
family members of those couples being
honoured are most welcome to attend. 

In order to reserve seating, pre-registration is
required. Visit www.archtoronto.org/marriage to
register and get more information.  

All who witnessed this encounter were changed.
In an audible way, booming down from the
heavens, God was made known to the people and
an intimate relationship with a “beloved” Son was
established. Through baptism we recreate this
divine encounter: we become especially attuned
to hear God’s voice as it invites us to share in this
relationship.  

When I have the great privilege of meeting new
parents (or parents once again) as they prepare
their child for baptism in our parish, I am overjoyed
by their sense of excitement and openness to a
time of inevitable change in their lives. Like Jesus,
through our baptism, we become transformed
people. Welcomed into a community of believers
wherein the seeds of faith are planted, we receive
tangible signs of God’s love and grace. These
tangible signs help us grow in relationship to God
and others long after the day of our baptism. 

Although we may not remember the details, our
individual baptisms marked the beginning of our
personal faith journeys. How we tell our story
depends on how we hear God’s voice drawing us
into relationship. Are we willing to be transformed
by God’s will for us? 

Sunday’s Readings: 

Isaiah 42. 1-4, 6-7
Acts 10.34-38
Luke 3.15-16, 21-22

PRAYING THE ROSARY AT ST. BASIL'S

As many of you are aware, Advent was quite
special at St. Basil’s.  The guided meditations not
only allowed us to focus more intently on the
Word of God, but created “room” in each of us
for Christ this Christmas.  

This “room” was a profound sense of
contemplation and silence.  Like many of you, I
now find myself craving more silence than I did
prior to Advent - I want more room - more time in
the silent stillness.  Giving time and space for this
around our celebrations of the Eucharist is
especially important.

If you have ever attended the 12:10 weekday
Masses, you will know that this community has
grown rather significantly over the past few
months, and we have worked hard to nurture that
with music during Solemnities and more regular,
intentional presiding and preaching.  Like many
communities, there is a smaller, very devoted
group of people who pray the Rosary after Mass.  

While this is wonderful, it often happens directly
after Mass is over leaving very little time for silent
contemplation. Furthermore, people pray from
their place in the pews scattered around the
church.  

I would ask that those who want to audibly pray
the Rosary after Mass move up around the
Marian Altar in the sanctuary.  I am going to start
leaving chairs out in a manner that allows the
group to pray together in a quieter voice so
others who desire silent contemplation can do so
in the middle of the church.  

It is also my hope that the change of location
gives greater integrity to the prayers that are
prayed during Mass, and those prayed during the
Rosary. 

As with all things, I welcome any thoughts you
may have on this, and thank you for your support
of the many different ways people pray at St.
Basil’s.  

- Fr. Chris

Prayer to celebrate the Baptism of the Lord

God of grace and glory, 
you call us with your voice of flame 
to be your people, faithful, and courageous. 
As your beloved Son embraced his mission 
in the waters of baptism, 
inspire us with the fire of your Spirit 
to join in his transforming work. 
We ask this in the name of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen.

Lee
Typewritten Text
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